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T
he link between cruelty to animals and

the consequent abuse of vulnerable

people (such as children) has been

proven. Whilst promoting kindness and compas-

sion to all living creatures is the ideal, the logistics

of visiting every school in South Africa to do so

makes such a task more than ambitious. It is virtu-

ally impossible, given the NSPCA's limited man-

power and financial constraints.

Yet this can be achieved and the solution is

already at hand. There is a school text book enti-

tled “Life Skills Grade 6 - Unit 1 of Personal and

Social Well-being: Social Responsibility,” which

includes a section on caring for animals. In this sec-

tion, the five freedoms are listed as follows:

n Freedom from hunger or thirst by ready 

access to fresh water and a diet to maintain full 

health and vigour

n Freedom from discomfort by providing an 

appropriate environment including shelter and 

a comfortable resting area

n Freedom from pain, injury or disease by 

prevention or rapid diagnosis and treatment

n Freedom to express normal behaviour by 

providing sufficient space, proper facilities and

.The
NSPCA:

company of the animal's own kind

n Freedom from fear and distress by 

ensuring conditions and treatment 

which avoid mental suffering.

Permission was granted to Pearson

Holdings Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd to

include the NSPCA’s registered logo in this

publication, which includes questions on

the welfare of animals and the work of the

SPCA movement.

This is an excellent opportunity to reach

large numbers of young people with wel-

fare messages and to counter the growing

“culture” of violence, abuse and aggression.

The NSPCA promotes animal protec-

tion, understanding and compassion

through education.With the NSPCA's wide

range of expertise and experience, it is able

to provide training for other service

providers and law enforcement officials.

Joint operations and networking are core

elements by which to successfully address

animal abuse.

As this is the last in a series of articles

on the NSPCA and animal welfare in SER-

VAMUS, the National Council of SPCAs

wishes to extend its thanks to the many law

enforcement officers and individual role-

players who pay particular attention to

ensuring that transgressors of the laws pro-

tecting our country's animals are brought

to justice.

Towards a

kinder world
Good news stories rarely
make headlines, especially
when they are not dramatic.
Sometimes, however, good
news is a step in the right
direction and although its
impact may not be felt
immediately, long-term con-
tributions will make significant
improvement to the lives of
so many animals in the end. 


